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to a high-quality education: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the month of October 2014 as
““National Principals Month’’; and

(2) honors the contribution of principals in
the elementary schools, middle schools, and
high schools of the United States by sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National
Principals Month.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 555—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 15 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 19, 2014, AS “NATIONAL
HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY WEEK” TO RECOGNIZE
THE VALUE OF HEALTH INFOR-
MATION TECHNOLOGY IN TRANS-
FORMING AND IMPROVING THE
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM FOR ALL
INDIVIDUALS 1IN THE UNITED
STATES

Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Mr.
THUNE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 555

Whereas health information technology is
recognized as an essential tool for improving
patient care, ensuring patient safety, stop-
ping duplicative tests and paperwork, and re-
ducing health care costs;

Whereas the Center for Information Tech-
nology Leadership estimates that a fully-re-
alized implementation of national standards
for interoperability and the exchange of
health information can produce significant
savings in health care costs;

Whereas the use of health information
technology is essential to providing coordi-
nated care, expanding access to care, and im-
proving the quality and safety of mental and
physical health care for all individuals in the
United States;

Whereas Congress has a vision for a na-
tional technology-enabled health care sys-
tem that—

(1) provides access to care that is available
at anytime and anywhere;

(2) recognizes modern, multimodal health
care delivery models;

(3) establishes open standards for
connectivity to core patient information be-
tween health information technology sys-
tems, devices, and emerging technologies;
and

(4) leverages technology solutions to ana-
lyze and improve treatment trends and high-
light cost transparency to help combat
fraud, waste, and abuse within Federal
health programs;

Whereas portable health information, such
as cloud-based computing and storage sys-
tems that can process vast amounts of pa-
tient information for personalized care, inte-
grated consumer devices, and mobile medical
applications, are critical technologies for
improving the health of all individuals in the
United States, creating high-demand jobs,
and stimulating market innovation;

Whereas it is necessary to continue im-
proving the exchange of health information
confidently and securely between different
providers, systems, and insurers, a task that
is foundational to transforming the health
care delivery system in the United States;

Whereas aligning the use of electronic
health records with other reporting efforts is
critical to improving clinical outcomes for
patients, controlling costs, and expanding
access to care through the use of technology;
and
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Whereas since 2006, organizations across
the United States have united to support Na-
tional Health Information Technology Week
to improve public awareness of imple-
menting health information technology to
achieve the benefits of improved quality and
cost efficiency in the health care system:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 15
through September 19, 2014, as ‘‘National
Health Information Technology Week’’;

(2) recognizes the value of information
technology and management systems in
transforming health care for individuals in
the United States;

(3) encourages all interested parties to pro-
mote the use of information technology and
management systems to transform the
health care system of the United States; and

(4) calls on all individuals in the United
States to be engaged in their mental and
physical health by using health information
technology.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 556—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING

ON OCTOBER 12, 2014, AS NA-
TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
WEEK

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
UDALL of New Mexico, Ms. LANDRIEU,
Mr. KAINE, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. WARNER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, and Ms. COL-
LINS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 556

Whereas, in 1903, President Theodore Roo-
sevelt established the first national wildlife
refuge on Pelican Island in Florida;

Whereas, in 2014, the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System, administered by the Fish and
Wildlife Service, is the premier system of
lands and waters to conserve wildlife in the
world, and has grown to approximately
150,000,000 acres, 562 national wildlife refuges,
and 38 wetland management districts in
every State and territory of the United
States;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are im-
portant recreational and tourism destina-
tions in communities across the United
States, and these protected lands offer a va-
riety of recreational opportunities, including
6 wildlife-dependent uses that the National
Wildlife Refuge System manages: hunting,

fishing, wildlife observation, photography,
environmental education, and interpreta-
tion;

Whereas, in 2014, 335 units of the National
Wildlife Refuge System have hunting pro-
grams and 271 units of the National Wildlife
Refuge System have fishing programs, aver-
aging approximately 2,500,000 hunting visits
and nearly 7,000,000 fishing visits each year;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem experienced nearly 31,000,000 wildlife ob-
servation visits during fiscal year 2013;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are im-
portant to local businesses and gateway
communities;

Whereas, for every $1 appropriated, na-
tional wildlife refuges generate nearly $5 in
economic activity;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem experiences over 47,000,000 visits each
year, which generated more than
$2,400,000,000 and more than 35,000 jobs in
local economies during fiscal year 2011;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem encompasses every kind of ecosystem in
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the United States, including temperate,
tropical, and boreal forests, wetlands,
deserts, grasslands, arctic tundras, and re-
mote islands, and spans 12 time zones from
the Virgin Islands to Guam;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are home
to more than 700 species of birds, 220 species
of mammals, 250 species of reptiles and am-
phibians, and more than 1,000 species of fish;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are the
primary Federal lands that foster produc-
tion, migration, and wintering habitat for
waterfowl;

Whereas, since 1934, the sale of the Federal
Duck Stamp to outdoor enthusiasts has gen-
erated more than $850,000,000 in funds, which
has enabled the purchase or lease of more
than 5,600,000 acres of wetland habitat for
waterfowl and numerous other species in the
National Wildlife Refuge System;

Whereas the recovery of 386 threatened and
endangered species is supported on refuge
lands;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are cores
of conservation for larger landscapes and re-
sources for other agencies of the Federal
Government and State governments, private
landowners, and organizations in their ef-
forts to secure the wildlife heritage of the
United States;

Whereas more than 38,000 volunteers and
approximately 220 national wildlife refuge
“Friends” organizations contribute more
than 1,400,000 hours annually, the equivalent
of more than 700 full-time employees, and
provide an important link to local commu-
nities;

Whereas national wildlife refuges provide
an important opportunity for children to dis-
cover and gain a greater appreciation for the
natural world;

Whereas, because there are national wild-
life refuges located in several urban and sub-
urban areas and one refuge located within an
hour drive of every metropolitan area in the
United States, national wildlife refuges em-
ploy, educate, and engage young people from
all backgrounds in exploring, connecting
with, and preserving the natural heritage of
the United States;

Whereas, since 1995, refuges across the
United States have held festivals, edu-
cational programs, guided tours, and other
events to celebrate National Wildlife Refuge
Week during the second full week of October;

Whereas the Fish and Wildlife Service will
continue to seek stakeholder input on the
implementation of ‘‘Conserving the Future:
Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation”,
an update to the strategic plan of the Fish
and Wildlife Service for the future of the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System;

Whereas the week beginning on October 12,
2014, has been designated as ‘‘National Wild-
life Refuge Week” by the Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

Whereas the designation of National Wild-
life Refuge Week by the Senate would recog-
nize more than a century of conservation in
the United States, raise awareness about the
importance of wildlife and the National
Wildlife Refuge System, and celebrate the
myriad recreational opportunities available
to enjoy this network of protected lands:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning on Octo-
ber 12, 2014, as ‘‘National Wildlife Refuge
Week’’;

(2) encourages the observance of National
Wildlife Refuge Week with appropriate
events and activities;

(3) acknowledges the importance of na-
tional wildlife refuges for their recreational
opportunities and contribution to local
economies across the United States;

(4) pronounces that national wildlife ref-
uges play a vital role in securing the hunting
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